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Copyright in the Information Society, 7,5 ECTS
General information 

The “Information Society” of today emerged as a result of three major developments in modern technology: the possibility to transform information to a digital format, to communicate information through computer network systems and to use standard communication protocols (e.g. the Internet Protocol) and application protocols (e.g. World Wide Web). Since information is the main asset in the Information Society, legal rules determining the use and exploitation of information are of utmost importance. Copyright – the rules for protection of original expressions – has been among the legal disciplines most powerfully affected by the new digital environment. The Information Society gives previously unimagined opportunities for distribution of and access to copyright protected material to the benefit of both authors and users. On the negative side, the new technology facilitates massive copyright infringements, and, conversely, enables technical control potentially intervening with legally recognized “fair use” rights. The question is whether copyright of today is still in a position to maintain the delicate balance between proprietary rights and public access.  
Aim and focus

The course pursues a two-fold objective. First, the aim is to deepen and broaden students’ knowledge and understanding of recent developments in international and European copyright that have been triggered by the advance of the Information Society. Second, as a course at the advanced level, the ambition is to involve students in a critical discussion on the future of copyright looking at its economic, political and cultural implications. 

The course will include analysis and discussion on the following topics: 

· The emerging international and regional legal framework of modern copyright (TRIPS, WCT, the European copyright directives and related case law) 

· New protected subject matter: databases and computer programs

· The scope of the exclusive right in a digital environment

· Broadcasting rights and broadcasters as copyright users in the new digital environment

· Copyright limitations and “free uses”

· Limitations outside copyright: contracts and technological protection measures

· Liability of Intermediaries

· The interface of copyright with competition law
· The economics, the politics and the cultural implications of digital copyright
Approach:

A balance between practical and theoretical issues will be sought. There will be about 25 hours of lectures and eight hours of seminars, devoted to case discussion and student presentations.  

Examination:

The examination consists of 1) submitting a memorandum on a ‘mini-case’ distributed at the beginning of the course and discussing the case at a seminar; 2) the writing and presentation of a group research paper of max. 20 pages, as well as the opposition to another group’s paper. 

In charge of the course: 

Antonina Bakardjieva Engelbrekt

Phone: 08/16 29 96

e-mail: antonina.bakardjieva@juridicum.su.se
Johan Axhamn

Phone : 08/16 17 23 

johan.axhamn@juridicum.su.se
Katarina Renman Claesson

Phone : 08/16 19 48

e-mail : katarina.renman-claesson@juridicum.su.se

Course Administrator:

Henning Albertsson
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