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Standardisation as a regulatory measure

• International standardisation initiatives
• Free online legal information
• PSI – reuse of legal information
• Online legal information market
• IR systems past & present
• Web 2.0
• Future – Semantic Web or Google?
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Service Start (online) Commercial start   ____________
LEXIS-NEXIS 1968 1973: Own system

Westlaw 1973 1975: Own system I 1983: Own system II (~ QL/S)

Nordic countries
Rättsbanken (Sweden) 1972: IMDOC 1981 1985: FIND-IT 2005: FAST

Rixlex (Sweden) 1993 1993: TRIP

Finlex (Finland) 1973 1981: IMDOC/MINTTU

New Finlex (Finland) 1997 1997: DynaWeb

Lovdata (Norway) 1974: NOVA*STATUS 1983 1985: SIFT

Retsinformation (Denmark) 1979: STAIRS 1982 1983: BRS/Search (+ DC-Info)

Rest of World
CREDOC (Belgium) 1969: First legal IR service in Europe                          ?

EC/CELEX 1973: STAIRS 1980: Mistral 1999: Oracle Context

JURIS (Germany) 1974: Golem 1986 ?

CEDIJ (France) + *) 1974: STAIRS 1974    1982: BRS *) Jurifrance/ORT: Fulcrum

Italguire (Italy) 1973: FIND 1981 ?

Quicklaw/QL Systems (Can) 1970 1972: QL/Search

CHH/Kluwer (Netherl.) 1979: STATUS ?

Lawtel (UK) 1980: Prestel ?

Eurolex (UK) 1979: STATUS 1980            1985: Discont’d (bought by Butterworths)

SCALE (Australia) 1977: STATUS 1997: SCALEPlus

AustLII (Australiasia) (1984-95): DataLex 1997: SINO (”Own”)

Early legal IR services & IR systems - a selection (2004)

Lars Klasén 2004
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… it is almost as though when God made computers scientists, he made
them all think of law in the same way – as a system of rules.
…
Thus, the reasoning goes, if we can formulate these legal rules, then we can
simply put them into a computer program. And, Hey Presto! You have a 
legal expert system!

Philip Leith (Computers and Law 1986:49)
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